
 

 

Harrisburg Public Library District 
Board Meeting Minutes 

August 11, 2015 
 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Harrisburg Public Library District was called to order 
by President Lynda Clemmons at 4:07 pm.  Those in attendance were Trustees Lynda Clemmons, Joe 
Ewing, Mona Nelson, Sally Wofford, Leigh Leckron and Director Ruth Miller.  Those absent were 
Trustees Janet Jones and Gary Jones. 
 
Consent Agenda:  Motion made by Sally Wofford to accept.  Motion passed unanimously on roll call 
vote. 
 
Presidents Report:  President Clemmons said that Sally should be added to last month’s minutes as being 
one of the providers of refreshments for “All Came Home” book signing.  This led to a discussion on ways 
to generate interest in others to volunteer to provide refreshments for events so the same people do not have 
to do it every time.  The 26th is the next Brown Bag and Books for which two of the members of the Friends 
of the Library have volunteered to provide refreshments.  She also pointed out that the staff members need 
to know how to operate the P.A. system as there was no one present who knew how at one of the meetings.  
She stated that for the three public meetings that took place last month the attendance was 77, 25 and 21, 
which was very good.  There is a tentative date of August 20, at 5:00 pm, set for the placement of “The 
Little Free Library”.  Lynda has agreed to be the caretaker of this project. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 Building:  Joe Ewing reported that the material needed to coat the roof is in and is awaiting Ratliff 
 Builders to be able to work it into their schedule.  The tuck pointing of the bricks on the Memorial
  Patio is being done by our grounds  keeper and the mess should be cleaned up in the next few 
 days.  He also mentioned that the chair seats of the chairs in the conference room were terribly 
 stained and need to be cleaned.  There was discussion as to the cost of cleaning vs. replacement. 
  Ruth will check into the cost of each and advise.  It was agreed, after review, that the contract 
 offered by Baysinger Design Group for possible expansion was a standard architectural contract and 
 that the only thing negotiable might be the cost % and how it is paid.  Joe and David Clemmons will 
 meet with John Baker to discuss these options. 
 

Budget:  The Budget Committee will meet at 6:00 pm on August 17th to work on Budget & 
Appropriation.  They will make recommendations to the Board at the next meeting. 

 
 
Director’s Report:  IPLAR Secretary’s audit is coming up and Ruth needs a couple of people to review 
minutes and sign off on them.  Lynda and Gary agreed to do so.  Ruth also needs a signature for the 
accountant’s audit information.  Sally will take care of that.  There was discussion regarding our Outreach 
program as to the feasibility of allowing our staff to go to other place for presentations - such as the New 
Hope Christian Academy.  The Board agreed that this would not be a violation of Separation of Church and 
State policy.  There has been a complaint that one of Bill Cosby’s children’s books is in “The Babies” kits 
that can be checked out for young children and it was thought to be inappropriate based on Mr. Cosby’s 
current problems.  Discussion was that he has not been convicted of a crime at this point and removal or 
destroying of the books would amount to censorship.  It was agreed that the books could be removed from 
the kits and re-shelved.  The Board agreed, on a unanimous roll call vote, to use the proposal by Lazerware 
for offsite digital file storage, but ask Ruth to check with Lazerware about possible future cost as data is 
stored.  In discussing the upcoming Chamber of Commerce luncheon to be hosted by the Library in 



 

 

September, the question of a budget for food had come up among the staff.  The Board felt it was an 
important event for the Library and should be catered by one of our reputable catering firms for a medium 
priced sit-down lunch while staying in the “Publicity” budget.  Ruth announced that Krys and Emily will 
be going to the ILA conference October 22 through 24th.  The Literacy Program was discussed.  This 
program is funded through the state. With the State not having a budget as yet the program has run out of 
funds and Sharon Wiseman is currently out of work.  Ruth wanted to know if we wanted to fund the salary 
and continue this program with the uncertainty that we might not be reimbursed when the State gets a 
budget.  The Board felt this was too much of an uncertainty to take on at this time. 
 
Motion was made by Sally Wofford to adjourn at 5:20 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
Joe Ewing, Secretary 
 
 


